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A nine-strand clasp means lots of layers of beads. Here, the 
designer mixed strands of seed and fire-polished beads in 
shades of blue and green with strands of chain and pearls.


Materials
150 blue gold-luster size 11° seed beads (A)


168 black size 11° seed beads (B)


230 matte gray size 11° seed beads (C)


297 metallic olive size 11° seed beads (D)


400 teal-lined citrine size 11° seed beads (E)


39 teal 3mm fire-polished glass rounds (F)


64 olive 3mm fire-polished rounds (G)


67 blue 3mm fire-polished rounds (H)


69 brown/black/cream 4mm fire-polished rounds (J)


72 blue-and-hematite 4mm fire-polished rounds (K)


4 white 8mm round pearls


1 sterling silver 60×48mm 9-strand hook-and-eye clasp


4 sterling silver 6mm jump rings


10 sterling silver 2mm crimp tubes


44" of sterling silver 1×2mm oval chain


451⁄2" of sterling silver 3mm diamond chain


24" of sterling silver 24-gauge wire


133" of .019 beading wire


Tools
Wire cutters


Crimping pliers


Round-nose pliers


2 pairs of chain- or flat-nose pliers


F i n i s h e d  s i z e :  2 2 1 ⁄ 2 "  


(shortest strand; e x pa n d a b l e  t o  2 4 1 ⁄ 2 " )


1: Use 22" of beading wire to string 1 crimp tube and the first loop 
of one half of the clasp; pass back through the tube and crimp. 
String {5A, 2K, 5A, and 3K} fifteen times, omitting the final 3K. 
String 1 crimp tube and the first loop of the other half of the clasp; 
pass back through the tube and crimp.
2: Attach 24" of beading wire to the third loop of one half of the 
clasp using a crimp tube. String {7B and 3J} twenty-three times. 
String 7B, 1 crimp tube, and the third loop of the other half of the 
clasp; pass back through the tube and crimp.
3: Attach 26" of beading wire to the fifth loop of one half of the 
clasp using a crimp tube. String {5C, 1H, 5C, and 2H} twenty-three 
times, omitting the final 2H. String 1 crimp tube and the fifth  
loop of the other half of the clasp; pass back through the tube  
and crimp.


Sea and Sky
Marlene Blessing







Stringing    |    online   2 of 2


4: Attach 29" of beading wire to the seventh loop of 
one half of the clasp using a crimp tube. String {9D 
and 2G} thirty-two times. String 9D, 1 crimp tube, 
and the seventh loop of the other half of the 
clasp; pass back through the tube and crimp.
5: Attach 32" of beading wire to the ninth 
(last) loop of one half of the clasp using a 
crimp tube. String {10E and 1F} thirty-nine 
times. String 10E, 1 crimp tube, and the ninth 
(last) loop of the other half of the clasp; 
pass back through the tube and crimp.
6: Use 1 jump ring to attach one end of 
one 191⁄2" piece of diamond chain to the 
second loop of one half of the clasp. Use 
3" of 24-gauge wire to form a wrapped 
loop that attaches to the other end of 
the chain. String 1 pearl and form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to one end of 
one 6" piece of diamond chain. Use  
1 jump ring to attach the other end of the 
chain to the second loop of the other half 
of the clasp. Repeat entire step using the 
eighth loops of both halves of the clasp, one 
5" piece of diamond chain, and one 133⁄4" 
piece of diamond chain.
7: Use 3" of 24-gauge wire to form a wrapped 
loop that attaches to the fourth loop of one half of 
the clasp. Use the other end of the wire to form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to one end of one 133⁄4" 
piece of oval chain. Use 3" of 24-gauge wire to form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to the other end of the chain. 
String 1 pearl and form a wrapped loop that attaches to one end 
of one 7" piece of oval chain. Use 3" of 24-gauge wire to form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to the other end of the chain. Use  
the other end of the wire to form a wrapped loop that attaches to the 
fourth loop of the other half of the clasp. Repeat entire step using  
the sixth loops of both halves of the clasp, one 61⁄2" piece of oval 
chain, and one 153⁄4" piece of oval chain. Y


For in-depth technique information, see pages 90–91.


Resources: Contact your local bead shop or see page 94 for more information. Seed beads: Beyond Beadery.  
Fire-polished rounds: Raven’s Journey International. Clasp: Nina Designs. Chain: FusionBeads.com.





